
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
As we gathered stones from far-flung places
together on August 23, it was impossible not
to marvel not only at the diversity of the
items, but also at their worn edges from
years of close contact with others – it made
them smoother, revealed their inner core
under the surface, and made them more
beautiful.  

As summer ends, I am acutely aware of tran-
sition and covenant. Students and teachers

return to school. Travelers
return home. Choir dons its
robes again. Our new con-
ference minister, Rev. Diane
Weible, takes the reins. I
prepare for my Installation.
FCC of San Rafael forges
new relationships with
Pilgrim Park and the

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Marin.

The more transitions I see, the more I think
of relationship and covenant. On September

First Congregational Church of
San Rafael

September  2015

The TIE

20 at 3 PM I will be installed at FCC San
Rafael in a service that formalizes a covenant
between the congregation, the association,
and myself. In this sacred
covenant, I promise to
serve the church, the con-
gregation promises to labor
with me and support me,
and the association promis-
es to gather with us and
celebrate this mutual min-
istry.  I sincerely and joy-
fully invite you all to join together for this
covenant and celebration.

As I watch the transition and growth of rela-
tionship between many groups and many
people this fall, I am cognizant of the sacred
nature of covenant in relationship. Officially
or unofficially, when we promise to walk
with each other, minister to each other, serve
alongside one another, and support and cele-
brate one another, that is a sacred relation-
ship. It changes us, allows us to reveal our
true selves, and makes us more loving as
individuals and as a community in harmony
with its neighbors.

I ask that you pray with me as we move
together through many transitions, that God
may bless our evolving relationships, and that
in walking together we may be changed for
the better, grow in loving harmony with our
neighbors, and be truly revealed as God’s
peaceful and loving people in the world.

Blessings, 

Pastor Tracy

Everything Under the Sun....

Covenant
Covenant
Covenant
Covenant
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August 30 - September 5
Colleen Trudeau

September 6 - 12 
James True

September 13 - 19
Barbara Tullis

September 20 - 26
Richard and Denise Walker

September 27 - October 3
Gloria Wilcox

PRAYER PARTNERS

MEMBERSHIP CLASS
August 30

YES, THERE IS STILL TIME TO SIGN UP 
FOR THE CHURCH RETREAT SEPTEMBER 12 AND 13

Please remember the following members of our church family in prayer. Pray for
their welfare and growth in faith and discipleship.

It’s not too late to sign up
for the annual church
retreat. You have until
Sunday, September 6, to
get yourself registered for this wonder-
ful event.

WALKER CREEK RANCH
RETREAT,  “BLESSED TO BE A
BLESSING” on September 12 and 13,
2015, is fast approaching!  

We are expecting 38 happy folks.  Mary Dowling will be hand-delivering on Sunday, August
30th, the payment forms to all those who have signed up.  The due date for payment is
Sunday Sept. 6, 2015.  You can hand deliver your checks to Judy Girard at church or mail to
Judy at 20 Surfwood Circle, San Rafael, CA 94901.  

We look forward to a joyous weekend!   

Have you thought about joining the
church? We will be receiving new mem-
bers during the worship service on
Sunday, September 20. Please join us for
an informational class on Sunday, August

30. We will cover the history of the United Church of Christ and First Congregational
Church of San Rafael, our Faith, Ministries, Stewardship, Organizational Structure, and the
Rights and Responsibilities of Membership. All are welcome! 
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Please join us on Sunday, September 20 at
3:00 PM in the Sanctuary for the Installation

of Rev. Tracy Barnowe. 

This is a special service of covenant between
the church and its minister and all members of

the congregation are invited to join as they
play a key part in the service. 

A reception in the Community Room will fol-
low the service.

For more information, 
please contact Pastor Tracy. 

Diane Lynn Weible grew up in St. Louis, Missouri, attended
and Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis and was ordained in May
1991. In July of that year she and her husband Tim became missionaries
with the United Church Board for World Ministries and served in Tono,
Iwate Prefecture, Japan, for 12 years. Diane served as the Associate Pastor

of the Tono Church and also as Principal of the church-related kindergarten, In 2004 the
Weibles moved to Hawaii where Tim became the Pastor. Two years later Diane became the
Minister of Communication of the Hawaii Conference of the United Church of Christ  Since
2008 she has been serving as the Conference’s Associate Conference Minister.

REV. DIANE WEIBLE, OUR NEW CONFERENCE
MINISTER, TO PREACH HERE SEPTEMBER 20
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August 30 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
We will be looking into a passage that has frequently been used to dehumanize the LGBT com-
munity.  It is also one of the most consistently misinterpreted, misunderstood and mistranslated
passages about same-sex relationships in the Bible.  Join us as we take a strange and sometimes
hilarious jaunt through history as we explore the translation of this passage.  When put back into
its proper linguistic and historical context, we find it has a much more positive and inclusive
message than we have been led to believe.

September 6 2 Samuel 6:1-15
The story of the parade in which David brings the Ark into Jerusalem begins with dancing and
ends with a tragic event so strange that the Ark is stashed outside and not allowed into the city
for three months! Modern scholarship suggests a surprising and simple explanation for this
seemingly supernatural incident. We will delve into what it can teach us about superstition, stig-
ma, the necessity of wearing proper work attire, and the blessings that flow when we fully let
God into our lives.

September 13 Judges 15:9-13
Please join us to hear guest preacher Rev. Tony Youlton as he discusses the epic
story of Samson’s betrayal and capture by the Philistines. Rev. Youlton will
explore the two paths of Sampson's Calling vs. Sampson's Life, and how they
relate to the greatest commandment. Pastor Tracy will be away at the Retreat.

September 20 Mark 9:30-37
Please join us for a special worship service with our new conference minister and guest preach-
er, Rev. Diane Weible, as she explores the story of Jesus’ call to whomever welcomes a child in
His name.It will be a fun and festive service as we welcome and celebrate Rev. Weible. We will
also be receiving new members into the congregation and preparing for Pastor Tracy’s
Installation the same afternoon at 3 PM. 

September 27 Acts 16:19b-39
Don’t miss this special musical service as we celebrate the return of the choir after their summer
hiatus.  The story of Paul and Silas’ miraculous escape from jail teaches us about the powerful
effects of music.  Join us as we explore and celebrate the role of music as healer, liberator, and
(sometimes) demolisher throughout the Bible.

Worship
w i t h   u s !

Come and
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Choir practice resumes on Thursday nights, begin-
ning on September 10. The choir rehearses from
7:30-9:00 PM on Thursdays and gathers at 9:20 AM
on Sundays before worship. New singers are MOST
WELCOME.

WANT THE BEST SEAT 
IN THE HOUSE? 

.....JOIN THE CHOIR

FALL BIBLE STUDY IN FULL SWING
WEDNESDAYS, 6-7:30 PM

Throughout history and in recent months, many parts of
the Bible have been used to justify laws and social policies
that perpetuate continual abuse of and disenfranchisement
of the LGBT community, the subjugation of women, sus-
tained destruction of the environment, and fear-mongering
around the devil and the end of times. Whether we are reli-
gious, agnostic or atheist, these passages affect our lives
and society. Mistranslated and pulled out of context, these
passages are a force to be reckoned with for those unfamil-
iar with them.

However, when we use critical scholarship to learn about the original language and socio-
historical context, we can be surprised to find what a positive and inclusive message they
have in today’s time for today’s people, regardless of faith background. Knowledge is
power, and if we are to give an informed response we must be armed to engage these
ancient texts.

Each session will examine different passages related to biblical authority, same-sex con-
duct, women in the church, the apocalypse, and the creation of the world. Emphasis will
be on critical scholarship, translational issues, socio-historical context, and modern politi-
cal and social implications.

Please bring a Bible if you have one. Bibles will also be available to borrow or purchase
on the first day of class for $15.00. Please bring finger food to share if you are able.

August 26: Biblical Origins, Scripture as Divine Law – Timothy 3:16-17
September 2: Flesh vs. Spirit – Galatians 5:13-23, Romans 1:26-27
September 9: Paul’s statements on Sodomites – 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, 

Abominations – Leviticus 18:22, 20:13
September 16: Gays in the early Christian church, Matthew 19:1-12 and Acts 8:26-40
September 23: The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah – Genesis 19:1-38
September 30: Evolution vs. Creationism, Adam and Eve – Genesis 1 – Genesis 3
October 7: Should women wear veils in the church? – 1 Corinthians 11:1-16
October 14: The Apocalypse and the Number of the Beast – Revelation 13
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News About

Kids

YOUTH SLEEPOVER

HOMEWORK CLUB RESUMES
SEPTEMBER 2 AND 3

Sponsored by the Board of Mission, the Homework Club
is back in session on Wednesdays and Thursdays, from
4:00 to 5:00 PM.

The Homework Club serves
children from Pilgrim Park
and provides support and tutoring as they complete their school
homework assignments.

We are definitely in need of more tutors to help staff this vital
program. If you are able to volunteer as a homework helper,
please contact Mission Board chair Sue Spofford or Pastor
Tracy.

A great time was had by our youth at
the  August campout/sleepover, held at
the home of David Fuller and Cathi
Knopf. In addition to the fun you can
see pictured, the kids sorted, counted
and organized the donated backpacks
and school supplies for delivery to
Ritter Center.
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SEPTEMBER 12-13: Annual All Church Retreat - all ages

OCTOBER 4: At the church from 4 - 6 PM  - kids of all ages

NOVEMBER  14: Food Bank Field Trip - for grades 6 and up

DECEMBER  6: At the church from 4 - 6 PM - kids of all ages

At the beautiful Walker Creek Ranch in Petaluma. Please join us for a fun and meditative
weekend on 1700 acres of forest, grassland, pond, and rolling hills. Activities include
games, nature walks, crafts, folk dancing, meditations, campfire and songs, worship,
chocolate cake, and plenty of free time. See page 2 of this newsletter for more details. 

This event is a planning session for Children’s Sabbath (Sunday, October 18), a day when
we celebrate the children in our church.  The children will be leading all aspects of the
worship service on October 18, so the afternoon of October 4 will be devoted to preparing
for that service.  Please join us to pick scripture, write prayers, choose music, plan com-
munion, and practice the roles that each of the youth will play.  Special guest speaker
Pastor Tracy Barnowe will join us. All are welcome. Please come with your ideas! For
more information, please contact David Knopf at knopf.david@gmail.com

On Saturday, November 14, from 7:30 AM to 10 AM, please join us for a special trip to
assist with the local Marin County Food bank at Anthem Church next door.  Come and learn
what happens to all of the nonperishable food that we collect, and then work hands-on with
its distribution to those in need.  We will meet in the Sanctuary at 7:15 AM and walk to
Anthem together. For more information, please contact David Knopf at
knopf.david@gmail.com

Please join us for a fun evening of frivolity as we decorate the sanctuary and
Christmas tree and prepare boxes of gifts for families in need through the Ritter
Center.

KIDS! UPCOMING EVENTS   
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BOARD OF MISSION 
MISSION MATTERS

BACKPACK SUNDAY A BIG SUCCESS

The Board of Mission is very grateful to all of you who so generously
donated backpacks and school supplies in August. Also a big thank
you to Lynn Grant, who delivered them all to Ritter Center. Ritter
Center was  thrilled with the backpacks and was in dire need of more
school supplies and we had much to donate in that department! 
We donated:

Your donations have helped many local area low income students
begin the school year with the materials they need.  Thank you!

The Food Bank needs food all year long, not just before Thanksgiving. But, not only do
they need food—even more, they need money. Please consider dropping a  check in the
collection plate each Sunday (payable to FCC but noting "MarinSF Bood Bank" in the
memo line). Even small contributions can add up to make a huge difference.  Thank
you! 

DON’T FORGET THE MARIN
FOOD BANK

PILGRIM PARK SUMMER CAMP NEWS
KIDS INCORPORATED, a financial success story, thanks you!

The shareholders of this make believe summer school company wish to thank church
members and guests who bought so many “Thank you cards.” The shareholders
designed, manufactures, and marketed these unique cards. At the end of the summer
session, they enjoyed a nice liquidating dividend and hopefully learned something
about business economics.

Bob De Haan 

34 backpacks
6 lunch boxes
4 binders
59 notebooks
15 pkgs. binder paper
13 pencil cases
37 sets markers
3 pkgs. Index cards

20 sets of crayons 
14 sets of pencils
3 scissors
16 rulers
6 sets of pens
10 sets of erasers
39 glue sticks
8 Elmer’s glue
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MOVIE NIGHT  SEPTEMBER 25   STILL ALICE

Julianne Moore won this year’s Best
Actress Oscar for this portrayal of Alice
Howland, a gifted professor of linguistics
at Columbia facing early-onset
Alzheimer’s. In lesser hands, this could
have been an expectable three-hankie
weeper. Instead, we are drawn into a
story of courage and creativity, as Alice
fights to retain her abilities as long as
possible and to make the best use of the
time remaining.

Critics especially praised the perform-
ance of Kristen Stewart as Alice’s
youngest daughter, Lydia. She has been
the family rebel, rejecting the academic
world to pursue an acting career. Toward
the end, however, she emerges as the one
best able to connect with her mother and
the family’s emotional anchor.  Her final
scene with Alice, reading from “Angels
in America,” is devastating.

Friday September 25 at 7 PM in the De Haan Center at Pilgrim Park

“The film, like the book by neuroscientist Lisa Genova that inspired it, isn’t real-
ly about other people. The focus is on Alice. It’s through her head and heart that
we see the world. The effect is devastating, but not hopeless. Moore reveals a
woman who doesn’t yet know what comes with the dying of the light in her
eyes. She can guess from her children’s fear that they might inherit her disease,
from her husband’s decision to take a job in another state, from her own decision
to record a message to her diminished self that would trick that later self into
suicide.  Moore shows us acting at its best, alive with ferocity and feeling and
committed to truth.”

Peter Travers, Rolling Stone

You can view the trailer for Still Alice on the FCCSR website.

BOARD OF MINISTRY MEETINGS
AUGUST 30 and SEPTEMBER 20

Board of Ministry meetings will be 11:30 AM, on Sunday, August 30th, and
Sunday, September 20th in the Plum Room.  All are welcome.
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Our Pastor, Rev. Tracy Barnowe, is a recognized expert on church growth. For over 10 years she
has consulted with churches and non-profits to create long-term and short-term revitalization
plans that work.

Demand for these consultations have grown so much that this year that Rev. Barnowe is trying
something new: Instead of consulting with one church at a time, she will be conducting two all-
day Church Growth Workshops here in San Rafael for multiple teams from interested churches.
The first workshop was held on August 29. Groups from three different churches attended,
for a total of 16 attendees. The second workshop will be held on September 26.

In both workshops, the emphasis will be on practical techniques and live role-playing exercises.
If you know of churches who might be interested, they can find more information and registra-
tion forms on our church’s web site.

CHURCH GROWTH WORKSHOPS UNDERWAY
AUG. 29 AND SEPT. 26

Unaudited financial statements for the year ended June 30th
show better than budget operating results and that Pilgrim Park
remains in strong financial condition.

One move-out will occur in late August. This will give us an
opportunity to refurbish one of the three apartments scheduled
for this year. Rebuilding two under slab sewers will occur
soon. Thus, two studios will be refurbished.

PILGRIM PARK NEWS

COFFEE HOUR OPPORTUNITY
We have a lively coffee hour fueled by some great food.  A few have been
doing too much work making such sumptuous feasts, so this fall we are
going to try to make it all a bit simpler.

Instead of one person doing all the tasks (set up coffee, bring sweet treat, bring healthy snack, and
clean up) we are asking everybody to sign up for at least one of these tasks this fall.  If the spir-
it moves you, of course, you can sign up for more.  We hope many will be so moved!  

A sign up list will be circulated and be available during the coffee hour.  We will still ask Eric of
the church office to send out reminders each week.  The sooner you sign up, the more choices you
will have!  



Page 11 of 12

TIE DEADLINE for the October Issue - Mon., Sept. 21
The deadline for articles and news for the October 2015 issue of
The TIE is Monday, September 21. Please have all articles for
the October issue at the church office by Sunday, September
20th. Or, email your articles to lucindaray@aol.com.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Eric Rowe – Office Manager

Monday 9 AM - 12:00
Tuesday 9 AM - 12:00
Friday 9 AM - 12:00

Office Phone:  415-479-2747
office@fccsanrafael.org

Rev. Tracy Barnowe – Pastor

Monday 9 AM - 1 PM
Wednesday 9 AM - 1 PM 

Cell Phone (510) 703-0108
revtracybarnowe@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

2 — Julie Dowling
2 — Barbara Tullis
2 — Sonya Gordon
4 — Greg Ripley
6 — Ray O’Leary
9 — Elaine Farwell

10 — Joan Roane
10 — Megan Fuller
16 — Will Godbey
23 — Paul Burks
25 — Tim Dempsey
25 — Caryl Hodges      

GOLDEN GALS —  September 8

The Golden Gals will meet on Tuesday,
September 8, at 10 AM, at the home of
Jean Nadell. Bring a bag lunch.

MEN’S GROUP — September 19
The Men’s Group will meet on Saturday, September 19.  We meet at
8:30 AM in the community room at Pilgrim Park. Bring your
favorite sweet roll. Coffee is provided. We normally meet for about
two hours. 
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