
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Last year I recall that Advent began just as
protests were erupting in Ferguson, Missouri.
This year Advent is beginning in the wake of
terrorist attacks in Paris, Beirut, and Baghdad.
During an election cycle when candidates are
posturing for war and speaking out against
refugees and Muslims, it feels like the world
is in turmoil and all is lost. 

As many of you know, over the past month I
was in an accident that totaled my car. In a
separate incident I sprained my knee. My
grandfather suffered a fall due to dangerously
high blood pressure. As I have hobbled to the
hospital visiting my grandfather, dealt with
insurance and argued with pushy and dishon-
est used car salesmen, it has been hard to
have faith in God, let alone humanity.

In mid-October as I was tinkering with the
calendar of youth events for next year, I sent
an email inquiring about the date of next
year’s Marin CROP Hunger Walk because I
couldn’t find it on any website. It turns out it
hadn’t been planned yet, because the team
who usually plans it is tired, burned out after
many years. In fact, last year they didn’t even
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hold the walk, but were meeting in a few
weeks to discern whether to even go forward. 

But so often, it is in the midst of chaos that
God appears.

It is now four weeks later. My grandfather is
sitting up and his heart is functioning properly.
My knee is mostly healed, and I am walking
without a brace or walker. I have a new and
functional vehicle. And much to my surprise, I
have been asked to lead a new CROP Walk
team that has emerged this year: a combination
of the youth from our church, from our
Homework Club and Pilgrim Park, and from
Marin Academy. 

We are going to host a
city-wide CROP Walk
treasure hunt and involve
many more youth. Most
importantly, we will be
discipling the next genera-
tion of inter-faith leaders
as they bring fresh energy
and ideas to the issue of

hunger in Marin County and around the world.
The kids are passionate about this project. The
compassion on their faces reminds me of
God’s presence in the world and brings me a
peace that passes all understanding.

As we enter the season of Advent, we will be
focusing on the theme of Peace: the mystery of
Jesus’ birth and the message of peace that it
brings as a promise for the world, as a path for
society, and as deep personal transformation. I
pray that you will keep peace in your hearts
not only by remembering the Good News of
Jesus’ birth, but by actively seeking it in your-
self, and in the people and world around you.
I will look forward to hearing what you find.

Blessings, Pastor Tracy

Everything Under the Sun....
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November 29 - December 5
Jackie Dema

December 6 - 12 
Tim and Saba Dempsey, Samuel,
Jakob, and Benjamin

December 13 - 19 
Mary Lou Dodokyan

December 20 - 26 
Marie Douglas

November 27 - January 3
Julie Dowling

PRAYER PARTNERS

REMEMBERING JEAN STARKWEATHER

POINSETTIAS

Please remember the following members of our church family in prayer. Pray for
their welfare and growth in faith and discipleship.

SAVE THE DATE: JANUARY 21

The next congregation meeting will be the last Sunday of
next month, January 31.  The meeting will be immediate-
ly after church and be followed by our classic potluck.

Fill the sanctuary during Christmas with brilliant color
in honor or memory of a loved one. You may purchase
a poinsettia by filling out the order form and a check
for $10.00 (made out to FCCSR). Order forms will be
available in the December Sunday bulletins or in the
church office.

Please keep in your prayers the family of long-time member,
Jean Starkweather.  Jean passed into the loving arms of her
creator on Monday, November 23, following a ten day illness.
She is survived by her three sons, David, Tim, and Steven.  A
memorial service will be Saturday, December 19, at 3 PM.

Sympathy cards may be sent to:
Starkweather
612 Las Colindas
San Rafael, CA 94903

A view from the trail in Jean and John
Starkweather Shoreline Park (near

Pickleweed Park) in San Rafael
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November 29 Luke 1:39-55  First Sunday in Advent
During this Advent season we will be focusing on the theme of peace. Please join us on
November 29th as we explore the story of Mary and Elizabeth meeting while pregnant with
John the Baptist and Jesus. Mary's song—commonly called the Magnificat—is a
joyful testament to God's promise of peace through Jesus in that time and place and today.

December 6 Luke 1:67-79 Jechariah’s prophecy
When John the Baptist was born, his father made an oracle about the role this baby would come
to play in Jesus’ bringing peace to many people. Join us to learn more about the role that both
John and Jesus came to play in bringing peace to the world, and how it still rings true today.

December 13 Children’s Christmas Pageant
Please join us for our annual Pageant starring all of the children of the church. You won’t want
to miss this fun and festive jaunt through the story of Christmas. The mostly original “Star War:
A New Hope” will be presented by the young people of our church (with a little help from the
congregation) complete with favorite carols.  The presentation uses biblical sources with some
Star Wars twists to tell the story of the Nativity.  See page 9 of this issue of The TIE.

December 20 Luke 2:1-15  The Birth of Jesus 
The story of the birth of Jesus is a ancient and familiar one, but the promise of peace on earth
and goodwill toward all people is still relevant today. Join us as we explore this passage during
a time when the world needs to hear glad tidings.

December 24  Christmas Eve Services
7 PM — A family service of the Christmas story through 

scripture readings and carols. Children are invited to
bring nativity scenes or statuettes of Madonna and
Child to place on the alter during the service.

11 PM — A contemplative service with candle lighting,
Communion and  music.

December 27 Luke 2:25-32  Simeon’s Oracle
As the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season comes to a close, we explore Simeon’s
encounter with baby Jesus in the temple. Come and hear how the personal encounter after much
waiting was both unexpected, exceeded his wildest expectations, and at the same time delivered

exactly what was promised.  Join us as we explore, among all the distractions of
Christmas in today’s society, how we encounter Jesus. .

A Season of Peace
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HOLIDAY SEASON FUN 

Make-Your-Own Clay Nativity Scene: Wednesday, December 2, from
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM in the FCCSR Community Room

Please join us for a fun-filled evening as we begin our Advent season. Hilary
Spaulding will be leading us through creating our own nativity scene out of
clay. A simple soup supper will be provided. Suggested donation of $10 for
the materials. For more information, please contact Hilary Spaulding at (415)
215-5769 or hilary.spaulding@gmail.com

Meet and Greet Potluck:
Sunday, December 6, from 6:00 PM - 8:00
PM in the FCCSR Community Room -Bring
the Kids!

All are invited to join us for a fun and festive evening. The youth will be decorating the sanctu-
ary for Christmas the same afternoon, come see the fruits of their labors as we break bread
together in the evening. For more information, please contact Pastor Tracy at (510) 703-0108 or
revtracybarnowe@gmail.com

La Posada: December 13 - 25
You have the opportunity to participate in our annual tradition of
inviting Mary, Joseph and Joshua (the donkey) to share your home,
“to welcome them into the “inn”.  The beautiful paper mache family
were made by our beloved previous members, Millie and Julianne.
They will start their journey from church on the third Sunday of
Advent, following the pageant and then whoever has the family will
arrange the transfer and delivery to their next home. This gives us an

extra opportunity to say hello to one another during the holiday season.  There is a journal to
share pictures or thoughts about your time with the trio that you would like to share.  To sched-
ule your visit, there will be a sign-up sheet during community time, Sunday December 13th.

Epiphany Party (12th night): Saturday, January 9, 2016, at 6:00 PM
at the home of Oak and Mary Dowling, 273 Mountain View Avenue,
San Rafael, CA

All are invited to celebrate Epiphany - the revelation of Jesus to the
world via the Wise Men - in this festive evening of frivolity. Please bring
a dish to share and a wrapped gift for our white elephant exchange. This
event is most appropriate for grown-ups, please make other arrangements
for children this evening. (See page 5 for information about a simulta-
neous epiphany party for kids!) For more information, please contact
Mary Dowling at (415) 456-7251 or maryrpt@comcast.net
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News For
Kids

DECEMBER  6: At the church from 4 - 6 PM 
for kids of all ages

DECEMBER  13: Christmas Pageant - 10 AM 
for kids of all ages

OWL PROGRAM: NOVEMBER to MAY - for grades 7-9

Please join us for a fun afternoon of frivolity as we “Deck the Halls,” dec-
orating the sanctuary and Christmas tree. The youth will also be making
scarves for Christmas gifts for the women at the REST Shelter Dinners.
This event will be followed by an all-church, family pot luck dinner at 6 PM.

FCC San Rafael is working in partnership with the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Marin to host the Our Whole Lives (OWL) Sexuality Training for 7-9th graders. Any youth
who want to participate will be sponsored by the congregation. Right now we have four
youth participating, but it's not too late to sign up! 

Sessions will be held approximately three Tuesdays per month from 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM,
with one overnight session to be scheduled in the Spring at FCC San Rafael. For more
information, please see our website. 

A simultaneous group for parents that will be meeting at the same
time is still in the planning stages. For more information, contact
Rev. Jeffrey Melcher at dre.uumarin@gmail.com or Pastor Tracy at
revtracybarnowe@gmail.com or call or text 510-703-0108.

The group will meet at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Marin, 240 Channing Way, in San Rafael.

Here are all of the dates:
November 3, 10, 17 December 1, 8, 15 January 12, 19, 26
February 2, 9, 23 March 1, 8, 15, 22 April 5, 19, 26 May 3, 10, 17, 24

JANUARY 9: Epiphany Party for Youth - 6 - 10 PM
On Saturday, January 9, all youth are invited for food, fun and games to celebrate
the 12th night of Christmas at the Knopf home from 6-10pm. For more informa-
tion, call David or Cathi at 415.246-6571.

On Sunday, December 13, kids of all ages are invited to participate in
the annual Christmas pageant. See page 9 for more information about
this fun event.
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BOARD OF MISSION 
MISSION MATTERS

DINNERS FOR HOMELESS WOMEN
(THE R.E.S.T. PROGRAM)

HOMEWORK CLUB MEETS on
WEDNESDAYS AND THURSDAYS

Sponsored by the Board of Mission, the Homework Club
serves children from Pilgrim Park and provides support
and tutoring as they complete their school homework
assignments.

About 10-12 children attend each Wednesday and
Thursday from 4-5 PM in the Oak Room. We are definitely in need of more tutors to help
staff this vital program. If you are able to volunteer as a homework helper, please contact
Mission Board chair Sue Spofford or Pastor Tracy.

The First Congregational Church of San Rafael - Mission Board is happy to provide dinners
for homeless women during 2015-16 Winter REST Program. We will be feeding 15-20
homeless women, at the Wellness Center in San Rafael.  The Mission Board Team prepares
and brings everything needed for a hot, nutritional and tasty meal for these women. We also
eat and chat together with our guests before we clean up. It all begins at 5:45 PM to set up
tables, chairs, and place settings. The guests arrive at the center and are ready to be served
by 6:00 PM. We eat with them, and then we clean up the dishes and are usually done by
7:30 PM.  

Our REST Dinner dates - All on Monday nights
Dec 21 - Jan 25 - Feb 22 - Mar 28 - April 25

We need your help with table set up, food preparation (we can also pick up any dish/item
you make/donate prior to 5:30, if needed), food serving, and clean up. Whatever the dona-
tion, help or time you can offer is appreciated. 

See the various sign up opportunities on line at Sign-up Genius… 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044bada829a20-rest

If you have any questions, ideas to help, suggestions for dinner themes, please call Sher
Ripley on her cell at 415-577-6104 or email sher_ripley@comcast.net

SAVE THE DATE: CROP WALK 
SUNDAY, MARCH 13

See page 1 for more details on how our church youth are
participating in planning this event.
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It’s that time of the year again for our annual stewardship cam-
paign. This is the time of year when we reflect on what we
have accomplished as a church family during 2015 and think
both prayerfully and financially about the programs we want to
support for 2016.

2015 has been an exciting year, full of successful new pro-
grams, such as the Homework Club, a growing and active
group of children and youth, our Summer Camp program,
and our strengthened ties with the Pilgrim Park community.
We expanded our participation in the R.E.S.T. dinners, pro-
viding meals during their pilot summer program. As we
look at all we have done, we want to keep the momentum,
as we plan for the upcoming year. 

As we know, programs take money, and they also take dedi-
cated time and talent. The Board of Trustees will be asking
you to think about how you can contribute to the ministry of
our church, both financially and with your time and talents.
In early December, pledge forms will be available for you to
indicate how you can support our church and its ministries.
You will receive an individual mailing containing a descrip-
tion of the church’s budgetary planning and vision, as well
as pledge forms. The Board of Trustees is asking that you
return your pledges of money, time, and talent on Sunday,
December 20.

Over the next five weeks, several different church members will
be speaking about our exciting plans and about the church’s
vision and budget during worship, so that you can have a more
detailed understanding of the ways you can participate.

STEWARDSHIP MATTERS

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING PARTY

The Board of Mission is pleased to announce that 0ur annual Christmas
Shopping Party will be held on Friday, December 11th. The fun begins at 4
PM in the De Haan Center.  

If you are interested in helping with the event, please donate one or two small gifts that would be
appropriate for children to give to their parents or grandparents. The children will be given two
quarters each to “purchase” these donated gifts to take home for their holiday celebrations.  After
their choices have been made, volunteers from our church will  wrap and tag the purchased
items.  

Collection boxes will be in the Community Room on November 29 and December 6.  If you
would like to help, please call Colleen Trudeau at 479-0163.  
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HOLIDAY CONCERTS CONCERTS CONCERTS  

This advent season is filled with musical opportunities that include several of our church
family as performers. And in addition, the music itself is excellent! See those involved in
the concerts (below) for more information.

Candlelight Choral Concert
Marin Symphony Chamber Chorus and

Brass Ensemble
Saturday Dec. 5 at 7:30 PM
Sunday Dec. 6 at 4 PM
Mission San Rafael
$25 - $30 
Concert includes:
Lucinda Ray, Charles Little, and Jim Turner

Bach’s Christmas Oratorio - Marin Oratorio
Sat. Dec. 19 at 8 PM
Sun. Dec. 20 at 3 PM
James Dunn Theatre
College of Marin
Kentfield Campus

$15 - $20
concert includes: 
Jeff Paul, Charles Little, and Tom Truchan

Holiday Pops Concert
Marin Symphony 

and Marin Symphony Chorus

Tuesday Dec. 15 at 7:30 PM
Marin Civic Center

$10 - $70
concert includes: 
Bob De Haan, Charles LIttle,
and Lucinda Ray

Winter Concert
College of Marin College Chorus and Chamber Singers
Tuesday, December 8 at 7:30 PM
James Dunn Theatre: College of Marin
Kentfield Campus

Donation
concert includes:
Jeff Paul, Charles Little, and Lucinda Ray
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PILGRIM PARK NEWS
Thanksgiving 
Thanksgiving came a little early as staff arranged an
“appetizers only” party for the Friends of Pilgrim Park
who help the residents and staff in various ways.
Included in our friends are the nursing students from
Dominican, suppliers of food like Panera, the Food
Bank and Costco, San Rafael police and fire, the coun-
ty housing authority, Marin Sanitary, Salvation Army
and others.    For Thanksgiving, our senior citizens
will receive holiday oriented parcels.

Christmas
Christmas decorations will go up after Thanksgiving. Holiday activities include 
a tenants’ pot luck. Also,

December 11th - Children's Christmas party (see page 5 of this
newsletter)
December 13th - Church after service coffee hour -- Sponsored by
Bob and Nancy Sangster-De Haan -- Come join us after church at
Pilgrim Park to celebrate the Christmas season with coffee, cake, other
goodies and holiday decorations.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT PLANS AND NEEDS

CHURCH WORK DAY  DECEMBER 12

May the Force be with you!  Is “the Force” another way of talking
about God?

The most popular movie of this season sets up the most popular
story of all time in this year’s Christmas Pageant Sunday morning,
December 13.  The mostly original “Star War: A New Hope” will
be presented by the young people of our church (with a little help
from the congregation) complete with favorite carols.  The presen-
tation uses biblical sources with some Star Wars twists to tell the
story of the Nativity.  

Particularly needed this year for costumes are robes with hoods.  If
you have any you could loan, please contact David Knopf or Caryl
Hodges.

The annual Christmas Pageant will be 
“Star Wars: A New Hope,”   presented December 13.

Come help spruce up the church, any time between 9 AM and 3 PM
on Saturday, December 12. Your help is needed!
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TIE DEADLINE for the January Issue - Mon., Dec. 29
The deadline for articles and news for the January 2016 issue of
The TIE is Monday, December 28. Please have all articles for
the December issue at the church office by Sunday, December
27th. Or, email your articles to lucindaray@aol.com by Monday,
the 28th.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Eric Rowe – Office Manager

Monday 9 AM - 12:00
Tuesday 9 AM - 12:00
Friday 9 AM - 12:00

Office Phone:  415-479-2747
office@fccsanrafael.org

Rev. Tracy Barnowe – Pastor

Monday 9 AM - 1 PM
Wednesday 9 AM - 1 PM 

Cell Phone (510) 703-0108
revtracybarnowe@gmail.com

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3 — Denise Walker
3 — Jon Girard
8 — David Smith

13 — Nancy Mahl
22 — Andrea Farwell
28 — Faune Towrey
30 — Elizabeth Godbey
30 — Gloria Wilcox        

GOLDEN GALS  —  December 8

The Golden Gals will meet on Tuesday,
December 8, at 10 AM, at the home of
Jean Nadell. Bring a bag lunch.

MEN’S GROUP —  No meeting in December
The Men’s Group will not meet in December. However an exciting
boat tour is scheduled for the January meeting, so check next month’s
TIE for more details. 
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