
Dear Friends,
It has been a blessing to serve as your minister
for the past three years. I am so grateful for the
time we spent together, for the laughter and the
learning, for the service and the singing, for the
passion and the prayers. 

When I look back at my time at First
Congregational Church of San Rafael, I see a
group of dedicated individuals who are earnest-
ly trying to make the world a better place

First Congregational Church of
San Rafael

August  2017

The TIE

through service, and a family who comes
together and supports each other no matter
what the crisis of the day. 

I see a congregation that welcomes a diverse
viewpoints and struggles with issues in
today’s society by digging deeply into the
teachings of Jesus and the biblical authors. 

I see a congregation that cherishes its chil-
dren as much as its elders. I see a congrega-
tion that welcomes newcomers with open
arms. 

All of these have served you well in the past,
and all of these will serve you well in the
future. 

Keep laughing, keep serving, keep welcom-
ing, keep praying together. 

I will cherish our mutual ministry and pray
for your continued health, service, and
growth. I will miss you!

Many blessings,

Pastor Tracy

Everything Under the Sun....
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July 30 - August 5
Val and Ralph Sherer

August 6-12 
Cyndi and Chris Siroky,
Brandon and Joshua

August 13-19
Debra Smith

August 20-26
Annie Song Hill

August 22 - September 2
Hilary Spaulding and Bruce Weir

PRAYER PARTNERS

PILGRIM PARK PICNIC - AUGUST 19

Please remember the following members of our church family in prayer. Pray for their
welfare and growth in faith and discipleship.

You are invited to our summer First Congregational Church of San Rafael
family picnic on the dock (or on the couch) at Lynn Grant’s home.  
Guests of Honor: Joan and Russ Roane

When: After church on Sunday, August 6th from 1 to 4 pm
Where: Lynn Grant’s patio in Bel Marin Keyes, Novato   

NOTE: We can arrange rides for those not wanting to drive.
What to bring: Potluck picnic foods such as salads, breads, desserts and

cold cuts.  
AND Bring a friend!

What to wear: Comfortable clothes (a bathing
suit and towel if you want to swim from the
dock) so you can take a turn rowing in the
canoe, kayak or paddle boat. Bring life jackets
for your kids, please! 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 6 
PICNIC AND PADDLING

Pilgrim Park residents invite use to their Summer
Picnic on Saturday, August 19th. The picnic begins at
12 noon, and the food is provided!! It’s a great opportu-
nity for FCC members to visit with the folks who are
happy to call Pilgrim Park home. Enjoy good food,
happy faces. Come and enjoy!
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July 30
Guest Preacher:  Lauren Renee Hotchkiss

August 6
Guest Preacher:  Jean Jeffress 

August 13
Guest Preacher:  Lauren Renee Hotchkiss

August 20
Guest Preacher  To Be Announced

August 27
Guest Preacher  To Be Announced

Worship
w i t h   u s !

Come and

INTERIM SEARCH UPDATE
The interim search committee of Lynn Grant, Hilary Spaulding, and David Knopf is
working with Rev. Davena Jone, Associate Conference Minister of the Northern
California and Nevada Conference of the United Church of Christ, to locate an interim
pastor who will serve while the church goes through the settled pastor selection process.
The committee hopes to be able to make an announcement in the next few weeks.
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BOARD OF MISSION 
MISSION MATTERS

BLANKET SUNDAY - THANK YOU!
In June, we collected 16 twin bed blankets for Homeward Bound, to be
used in their supportive housing program. There are seven supportive
housing locations altogether. Some provide emergency housing, but most
are permanent facilities. They are located in several spots around the coun-
ty: Mill Valley, Corte Madera, San Rafael, and Novato. 

Thanks to all who brought blankets for this important housing program!

BACKPACK SUNDAY, JULY 30 

A BIG THANKS TO THE R.E.S.T. DINNER VOLUNTEERS 

This is our annual gathering of school supplies for the Ritter Center kids.  Please bring your
donations to church on July 30, as they will be distributed to the kids at Ritter Center in early
August, because the school start dates are early. Here’s what is needed:

• New backpacks (boys and girls, high need for elementary school)
• Binders (small/large) and binder paper
• Tabbed dividers and zip pouches
• Pencils (#2/colored), pens, and erasers
• Glue sticks and index cards
• Rulers, staplers, and small scissors
• Markers, crayons, and highlighters
• Pocket folders and spiral one-subject notebooks
• Calculators (especially graphing calculators such as TI-83)
• Geometry drafting sets

There is always a GREAT NEED for department store gift cards and cash donations
“TIP: You may want to cut out this list for your purse or pocket.

During worship on June 4, the women who have prepared and served meals at the R.E.S.T. dinner
program for homeless women were honored. Thanks to Jackie Dema, Sue Spofford, Alana
Intrater, Lynn Grant, Lucinda Ray, Anice Flesh, Judy Girard, and Sher Ripley, our organizer!
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News For and
About Kids

THIRD ANNUAL SUMMER PROGRAM JUNE 19 - JULY 28

The Third Annual Academic Summer Program has been a big success! We have had 34 stu-
dents registered and approximately 30 in attendance each day. 

This year we offered 20 classes in Physics,
Astronomy, Chemistry, Engineering, Math,
Science, SAT Preparation, Creative Writing,
Piano, Spanish, and Cooking. In addition,

this year we offered new classes in Art and Mindfulness, Yoga, and Food Narrative: An
Immigrant Perspective. 

We offered nine elective classes per day from 9 AM to 12 Noon and served children from 3rd 
through 8th grades. 

Check out our Photo Album in our Church Life section at fccsanrafael.org. 
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MOVIE NIGHT AUGUST 25 - JULIETA

Spanish write/director Pedro Almodóvar is widely con-
sidered the modern master of films that explore the
inner lives of women. On past Movie Nights we’ve
screened two of his classics: All About My Mother
(1999) and Volver (2006.)  In recent years he appeared
to move away from these thoughtful films to movies
that were broadly comic or just plain weird.  Then in
2016, he returned to his roots, and critics hailed Julieta
as his best work in years.

Drawing in a trio of short stories by Nobel laureate
Alice Munro, Julieta follows the title character from her
20s and her first great love through 40 years of troubles
that illustrate how hard it is in the modern world to sus-
tain the relationships that matter most. However, it ends
on the hopeful idea that seemingly broken connections may be more durable
than we think. 

7 PM Friday August 25 in the DeHaan Center at Pilgrim Park.

“I can see that fans loyal to the near-delirium of Almodóvar’s
early work will scorn the relative restraint of “Julieta.” Its blood
is not as hot as they would wish. But the clash between the sto-
ical sorrowing of Munro’s characters and the director’s more
unembarrassed instincts is exactly what tenses the tale and
makes it so hard to forget. “ 

Anthony Lane, The New Yorker

MEETINGS, 
MEETINGS, MEETINGS

CHURCH COUNCIL AUGUST 30: The Church Council meet-
ing is at 7 PM in the Plum Room.

BOARD OF MINISTRY SUNDAY AUGUST 27: The Board of Ministry will meet
Sunday, August 20, 2017, at 11:30 in the Plum Room. We
heartily welcome anyone who is interested in joining our
Board of Ministry. Present members are Hilary Spaulding,
Julie Dowling, Mary Dowling, and Charles Little.
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TIE DEADLINE for the SEPTEMBER Issue - Mon., AUG. 28

The deadline for articles and news for the September 2017 issue
of The TIE is Monday, August 28th. Please have all articles for
the September issue at the church office by Sunday, August 27.
Or, email your articles to lucindaray@aol.com by Monday, the
28th.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Gwendolyn Morgan – Office Manager

Tuesday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Wednesday 9:00 PM – 1:00 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Office Phone:  415-479-2747

office@fccsanrafael.org

GOLDEN GALS  —  AUGUST 8 

The Golden Gals will meet on Tuesday,
August 8, at 10 AM, at the home of Jean
Nadell. Bring a bag lunch.

MEN’S GROUP —  on summer vacation 
The men’s group will take some time off this summer and recon-
vene in the fall. Check the September issue of The TIE for more
details! 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 6 — Jamie Cline
11 — Elizabeth Ganz
11 — Gaia Girard
12 — Rebecca Knopf
13 — Allison Kaufman
17 — Helen MacLam
19 — Melanie Sakskul
22 — Amy Smith
24 — Jakob Dempsey
27 — David Knopf
28 — Judy Girard         
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