First Congregational Church of

San Rafael
July and August 2024

From our pastor,
Rev. Elisabeth Middelberg

Well. . . Your interim pastor came down
with a light bout of Covid last week. Just
when we think we are relatively safe and the
pandemic may be in our rear-view mirror,
we hear that cases in most states, including
California, are on the rise again. The World
Health Organization first used the term
Pandemic on March 11, 2020, now more
than 4 years ago. But experts cannot agree
whether we are still in a pandemic. These
days, a lot of people refer to the pandemic
in the past tense. “During COVID,” they
say, or, “when we were in the pandemic.”

The implication is that the virus is gone, and
the pandemic is over. Dr. Mandy Cohen,
director of the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, suggests that
“Rather than getting caught up in the seman-
tics of it, people should feel confident that

The TIE

we are outside of the emergency phase. But I
don’t want folks to forget that COVID is still
here and still poses a risk.”

So, at the beginning of the summer, when
Covid cases seem to spike, let’s keep each
other safe. If you are not feeling well, please
let us know and rest at home. We are happy to
reach out and call you to see if there is any-
thing you need. The services can be followed
online, and if we know you are home, sick,
you will most likely hear somebody praying
for you during the service.

Luckily, I was told in time that I had been
exposed. It was in the week before
Juneteenth, and I knew that Oak Dowling
took a trip to Selma recently. This was a “wit-
nessing tour,” which took Oak to Alabama
and Georgia. The aim of the tour was to take
people into the heart of the civil rights move-
ment to gain a deeper understanding of the
historic and continued struggle for racial
equality in the United States.

I was so grateful that Oak, with just a few
days’ notice, was willing to share his reflec-
tions of this trip, and I was grateful that |
could watch it on our YouTube channel. Bob
Spofford had been able to set up the equip-
ment for all of us to listen and watch the
images Oak had brought with him. We saw
the tomb of Dr. Martin Luther King, sur-
rounded by water. We saw images of the sites
where the slave ships landed, images of large
sculptures which invited people to come eye
to eye, Oak said, with hundreds of years of
atrocities and appalling treatment of African
people.

The image that stayed with me, was an image
of thousands of jars, all lined up on shelves in
the Equal Justice Museum. Each jar contained

Continued on the next page.



Continued from page one.
the soil of the place where a Black American had been lynched. Oak said that there were 4000
jars.... Lynchings, which did not just take place in the South, but even here in San Rafael.
The tour also featured the stories of the central figures of the civil rights movement and of
others still fighting for justice and equality.

Oak mentioned the work of the “Equal Justice Initiative,” an organization well known by
those who have read the book Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. They are doing incredible
work, confronting America’s legacy of injustice and combatting over-incarceration and pover-
ty. They also continue to educate people about the truth of what has happened in America. I
encourage you to visit their website to learn more. Oak will give a longer lecture on the same
topic on July 8, via zoom. If you are interested in seeing that, see page 5 of this issue of the
TIE. I want to thank Oak for his willingness to take the tour and share his reflections with us.
We could all see that it was life transforming.

We have some exciting series and events scheduled for the summer. We know that many peo-
ple are on vacation but if you are in town, please join us. It is a great time to invite family and
friends who may be visiting to join as well.

Pastor Elisabethv

BACK, BY POPULAR DEMAND!
OLD FOLKS IV

Wednesday, July 10, at 6:30 PM the 4th monthly discussion
on Aging will continue. Thank you to Charles for coordina-
tion and Joan Roane for providing inspiration and guiding the
discussions. Once again Joan Roane will be leading us over
Zoom (link forthcoming). We’ll start at 6:30 and end at 7:30. Conversations begin to deepen
at each meeting as we get to know each other better. Please join us on June 10 at 6:30 PM
even if you missed the previous meetings. All Are Welcome!

PRAYER PARTNERS

Please remember the following members of our church family in prayer. Pray for their
welfare and growth in faith and discipleship.

June 30 - July 6 July 28 - August 3
Megan Fuller, Elizabeth and  Lorene Jackson
William
August 4 - 10
July 7-13 Amy Kaufman, Sean and Cio
Judy Girard August 11 - 17
July 14 - 20 Jill Krippendorf
JCoas‘[il(l::rme Hills, Audrey, and August 18 - 24
Charles Little and Lucinda Ray
July 21 - 27
Caryl Hodges August 25 - 31

Helen MacLam
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We will be worshipping at 10 AM.
The service will also be available streaming on YouTube (see next page).

July 7 10 AM  Rev. Wally Bryen, Guest preacher

Rev. Bryant is one of the chaplains at Lucille Packard Children’s Hospital. He is
also a member of the Lakeshore Ave Baptist Church in Oakland. Pastor Elisabeth
has heard Rev. Bryen speak several times in the last few years and is always moved by his wisdom

and his care for the people he is speaking to. She thinks you will be touched by his presence.

July 14 10 AM  Worship Communion Sunday
The beginning of Summer Sermon Session called:
“Beguiled by Beauty”

All things are beautiful-not by a standard of “pretty” as seen by our eyes, but by an essence of
sacred worth that is sensed by the spirit. This is the root and heart of compassion and justice.
Beauty is the threshold to Divine Goodness and a door into radical compassion. “The difficulty and
crisis of the world 1s overwhelming. It is virtually impossible to bear it without very deep
resources. A life of prayer does not take us out of life but deeper into it.” We pursue a contempla-
tive life to intensify spiritual capacities so that we might live as Beloveds of God who extend

Goodness in the world.

July21 10 AM  Worship
Awakening to Beauty, Falling in Love with the World

How good it is to praise our God!
It is a pleasure to make beautiful praise! YHWH rebuilds Jerusalem,
and gathers Israel’s exiles. God heals the brokenhearted,

and binds up their wounds. — Psalm 147: 1-11 (Inclusive Bible)

July 28 10 AM  Worship
Abyss, Mystery, and Wonder

The spiritual part of ourselves could be called a “divine abyss.” It is a dimension that is not
touched by words, thoughts, ideas and feelings. Our bodies were made for perceiving the beauty of
the world—a flower, a kiss, a stunning and vibrant green hillside, a newborn baby. And yet all the
art in the world cannot capture exactly what it feels like to experience the Divine nature of these

things.
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ZOOM MEETINGS LET US GATHER
TOGETHER SAFELY

We are also providing our Sunday worship service streaming on YouTube at 10
a.m. You can use either your computer, your cell phone, or your tablet. See
below.

Link to join all church Zoom meetings
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2011092691?pwd=c2VORXEvWXF4STNNSTIxbWFFTENu
7209
Meeting ID: ID: 201 109 2691
Password: FCCSR!
Call in number 1-669-900-6833

SUNDAY WORSHIP IS NOW LIVE ON YOUTUBE

We broadcast live Sunday mornings on YouTube. Our channel address is:
* https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbqlXLjsBEmjdGuoOKnOykA
* Then click on videos->live
* Subscribe and each week you will get a direct link.

We will also post a direct link each week in the What’s Happening? email.

The whole service unedited will be available for a few days; then an edited version to include
just the sermon will be posted.

If you are having trouble getting connected, email Knopf.david@gmail.com

MEETINGS, MEETINGS, MEETINGS -- VIA ZOOM zoom

July 9: The Board of Ministry will meet on Tuesday, July 9, at 11:45 AM.
August 7: The Board of Mission will meet on Wednesday, August 7, at 1 PM.
July 18, Aug. 15: The Board of Trustees will meet on Thursday, July 18 and
August 15, at 7 PM.

LUNCH TOGETHER
JULY 21 and AUGUST 18 AT
LA HACIENDA RESTAURANT

Let’s meet again for an informal lunch
on the patio of La Hacienda Restaurant,
3815 Redwood Hwy, San Rafael.

Join us on Sunday, July 21 and August
18, at 11:45 AM, following worship. All
are welcome!
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BOARD OF TRUSTEE’S REPORT

Have you noticed? The weeds are cut back, the bushes pruned,
and the dead plants are gone, thanks to Audel Barajas and
Pilgrim Park Apartments. Audel will continue working every
two weeks to keep the street side and entrance to the church and
Pilgrim Park looking neat and attractive.

New Group AgeSong Marin will be renting the Plum Room on
Tuesdays in July for their discussion group on aging.

Landscaping Improvement Coming The land survey is now complete, so architect Barbara
Brown and her landscape architect colleague are working on ideas for landscaping outside the
church grounds along North San Pedro. They will be starting with the goals of making the area
attractive, fire safe, with low water usage and low maintenance. The area will have access to
recycled water. Thanks again to Bob De Haan for getting this project rolling.

Next Trustees meetings Thursdays, July 18 and August 15 at 7:00 PM on Zoom.

OAK DOWLING PRESENTATION
MONDAY, JULY 8, 10 AM

Oak Dowling will be giving a presentation of reflections on his recent Civil Rights trip to
Georgia and Alabama. This will be on Zoom for Dominican University of California, Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute (“OLLI”) on Monday, July 8 at 10 AM, PDT.

You are welcome to attend courtesy of Dominican University.
Send Oak an email at roaklaw(@gmail.com to obtain the link.

“Can’t we talk about something other than

50f 16 the wav | parked the car?



THE INTERIM PROCESS -- HERE ARE THE NEXT STEPS:

& we appoint an Interim Search Committee to locate and recommend an interim pastor
The Interim Search Committee is Louis Frost, Megan Fuller, and David Santschi.

&1 We hire an Interim Pastor Rev. Elisabeth Middelberg began on March 17, 2024.

&l we appoint a Search Committee The Search Committee is Caran Cuneo, David Santschi,
Annie Song-Hill, Lucinda Ray, and Cathi Fuller.

 We create our Church Profile, a description of our church to be read by potential pastors
(J The Search Committee will consider all potential candidates

(J The Search Committee will select possible candidates

J The Search Committee will interview these candidates

([ One candidate will be recommended to the congregation

3 The congregation will have an opportunity to meet the candidate

D We will vote on the recommended candidate

WANT TO READ A GOOD BOOK
AND TALK ABOUT IT WITH FRIENDS?
Thursday, August 22, at 7:30 PM on Zoom
B Were you intrigued by Oak Dowling’s presentation during wor-
/ ,ﬁ@ ship in June? If so, you will likely enjoy reading Just Mercy, by

F i1 NEW YORK TIMES. 4%
BESTSELLER

) 4 Bryan Stevenson, published in 2014. It was named the named
Jll S t % one of the most influential books of the decade by CNN and

; named one of the Best Books of the Year by The New York

: M e rCy Times * The Washington Post * The Boston Globe.

A STORY OF JUSTICE
AND REDEMPTION

) Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the
Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending
those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly con-
demned, and women and children trapped in the farthest reaches
of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of
Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a
notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew
Stevenson into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and

legal brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever.

~ Bryan
IStevenson

\\\\\\

N
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Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s com-
ing of age, a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring
argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice.

It is easily available from both Sonoma and Marin County Libraries. The paperback ver-

sion is about $15, and you can purchase it at local bookstores or online from a variety of

places.

EVERYONE is welcome, and feel free to invite a friend. Use the church Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2011092691?pwd=c2VORXEvWXF4STNNSTIxbWF
FTENuZz09 Page 6 of 16
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FREE!
LIVE JAZZ CONCERT
ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Sunday, August 4, 2 PM

Gerry Grosz, piano & George McNeil, double bass

Come enjoy live jazz music. Following
the concert, slurp up cool ice cream at
an old-fashioned ice cream social.
FREE!! (Donations will be accepted.)

Everyone is welcome!

First Congregational Church of San Rafael
8 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

fcesanrafael.org




REMEMBERING KRISTI DENHAM

Rev. Kristi Lynn Denham passed away on
Wednesday June 19th. We heard that her sons
were with her at the time. Kristi had been battling
cancer and decided recently to forgo further treat-
ment, after it became clear that treatment was not
giving her the results she was hoping for. Many of
you attended her birthday, just a few weeks ago,
and Kristi was able to be surrounded by her family
and by many people of the different communities
she was a part of.

Kristi was a member of our church, FCC San
Rafael, and she was an intern here several decades
ago, dancing with people down the aisle during
services. She also was the

“emergency’ pastor here when the church found
itself in between pastors.

Her memorial service is set for Saturday, Aug. 10, at 2 PM, at the Congregational
Church of the Peninsula where Rev. Denham served as Pastor Emerita from 1999-2019.
We want to express our gratitude to Rev. Kristi for all that she brought to us and so many
other communities. You can read her Obituary here.
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/legacyremembers/kristi-denham-
obituary?id=55439439

(As of June 22, the family was still looking for somebody to adopt Kristi’s cats. Please
inform Pastor Elisabeth, if you know someone willing to do that.)


https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/legacyremembers/kristi-denham-obituary?id=55439439
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/legacyremembers/kristi-denham-obituary?id=55439439

BOARD OF MISSION
MISSION MATTERS
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PILLOW SUNDAY - JUNE 9 - A BIG SUCCESS

On June 9, we collected 38 new pillows for Homeward Bound! Thanks
so so much to everyone who contributed. Cathi Fuller, who helped deliv-
er the pillows, reported, “we passed a resident who saw the big bags of
pillows we were carrying and with enthusiasm asked if she could put her
name on one right away! A couple of staff members who helped us carry
the pillows mentioned how they have been seen an increasing number of
more elderly unhoused and housing challenged folk. They particularly often ask if they might
have more than one pillow to help with positioning for back or joint pains.” Again, Thank you!

BACKPACK SUNDAY - JULY 28

This is our annual gathering of school supplies for the Ritter Center kids. Please bring your
donations to church on July 28; they will be distributed to the kids at Ritter Center in early
August, because the school start dates are early. Here’s what is needed:

» New backpacks (boys and girls, high need for elementary school)
* Binders (small/large) and binder paper

» Tabbed dividers and zip pouches

» Pencils (#2/colored), pens, and erasers

* Glue sticks and index cards

» Rulers, staplers, and small scissors

» Markers, crayons, and highlighters

* Pocket folders and spiral one-subject notebooks

* Calculators (especially graphing calculators such as TI-83)

* Geometry drafting sets

There is always a GREAT NEED for department store gift cards and cash donations
—>TIP: You may want to cut out this list for your purse or pocket.

SAVE THE DATES!
THE STREET CHAPLAINCY DINNERS, SEPT. 3 and DEC. 3

The Board of Mission has committed to helping prepare and serve dinner
for those in need four times this year. On Tuesday, September 3, a group
y | of us will volunteer for the third time at the Street Chaplaincy dinner at
the First Presbyterian Church in San Rafael We will also be volunteering
for dinner on Tuesday, December 3.

It costs about $250 dollars to purchase the groceries for each meal, at
which we feed about 80 people. So where does the money come from?
The Board of Mission is using money from The Pilgrim Hill Fund, which
was created two decades ago by our church as a special fund for mission
outreach in our community.




BOARD OF MISSION REPORT ON OUR OUTREACH
TO LOCAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

The Board of Mission administers our church’s Pilgrim Hill Fund, which was founded at the
time we renovated our sanctuary, over two decades ago. Last fall our board decided to use
part of these funds to reach out to local elementary schools, inviting them to submit applica-
tions for a $1000 grant. We awarded grants to two schools who applied. Here are descriptions
of how they proposed to use the money, and their reports from the end of this school year.

San Pedro Elementary School Proposal

San Pedro 4th graders will attend a spectacular outdoor education program! This past school
year we received a donation from a local community member which helped fund our 4th
grade students to attend MOSAIC, an outdoor education program near Santa Cruz focusing on
the development of social-emotional skills. The $1,000 grant would be used to directly serve
our 4th grade students by supplementing the cost of the program for 90 San Pedro 4th graders
(in addition to other funds received from family contributions, our school PTA, other possible
donors, and our school budget).

San Pedro Elementary School Report

Thank you so much for your generous contribution to our school!

In April, my class of 4th grade students attended the Mosaic Project in Santa Cruz. The
Mosaic Project is an incredible opportunity for students to meet other kids from diverse back-
grounds all over the Bay Area. The lessons they learn focus on mutual respect, open minded-
ness, self-respect, positive attitude, individuality, and community. For most of our students,
this is the first experience they’ve ever had away from home. It’s a huge growing experience,
and it’s incredibly transformative for our school community. This is a safe and nurturing envi-
ronment with a staff that is truly focused on being peacemakers in the world.

Here are a few photos to share.

Will Fewell
4th Grade Teacher
San Pedro Elementary School

Continued on the next page
Page
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Continued from page 10

Venetia Valley School Proposal

Our focus for this project will be our middle grade (6th - 8th) students. Our goal is to
engage all of our 250 middle grade students in a Social Emotional Learning (SEL) project
that teaches students how to be productive, responsible and critical thinking citizens in our
communities with a major emphasis on social justice. Our students will engage in activities
that will benefit the school community as a whole as they model our Falcon Expectations to
their fellow students, but also as role models for our elementary students, many of whom are
their younger siblings. By incorporating a Falcon Store at Venetia Valley to incentivize our
students to earn Falcon Cards to exchange for prizes when they model the positive behaviors
listed in our Falcon Expectations, our students will experience how their hard work con-
tributes to our global society, how the economy works and a glimpse at personal financial
responsibility.

Venetia Valley School Report

Principal Pepe Gonzalez reports how much the "student store" has meant to the middle
school students. They have earned Falcon Cards for demonstrating positive behaviors and
are able to cash them in and get tangible rewards that were purchased with your generous
donation. The other component to the funds we received is the support that we have been
able to fund from our local partner, Youth Transforming Justice (YTJ.) This group, YTJ, has
supported our teachers and administration team on how to build better positive school cli-
mates and on how to restore issues when harm has been done between students.

Pepe Gonzalez

Principal
Venetia Valley School

| Tl 11 of 16




BOARD OF MINISTRY REPORT

The Board of Ministry Team’s key role in the church is to coordinate
with the Pastor and Music Director in providing meaningful worship
services throughout the liturgical year. We address the spiritual life of
the church through the following areas: welcome and outreach, worship
and prayer, fellowship, and education.

Pastoral Care/ Agape/ Prayer Chain

The Agape Team provides “compassionate connection to our church
community through words of encouragement, cards, phone calls, home visits, and other support
as needed. The Agape team will have cards to be signed by church family members on the name
tag table in the narthex, so be sure to look for them and sign them before or after worship on
Sundays.

Prayer Chain E-mail either Julie Dowling isabellal472@comcast.net or Annie Song-Hill
asonghill@gmail.com if you have a prayer request you would like included in the prayer chain.

Community/Fellowship Time and Spiritual Life

June 8 Gratitude has been expressed for a meaningful and uplifting Spring Prayer Retreat:
“Holy Spirit, Pray with Us” in the Knopf’s Garden on June 8th. We participated in scripture,
poems and hymns for contemplation, a guided meditation followed by silent meditation, prayers
of “joys and concerns” and sharing gratitudes in word and song. We had a communion time of
sharing brunch and outreaching to members unable to join us through creating collage greeting
cards. In light of the enthusiasm for the guided meditation time at the retreat, it was decided to
continue the experience beginning in July. More information will be forthcoming on WHEN
and WHERE in What’s Happening.

June 16 We met for informal lunch on the patio of La Hacienda Restaurant following Sunday
worship and community time.

Juneteenth Invitation from Christ Church Presbyterian Church to join their celebration on Sat
June 15th.

Worship in June

June 16 Fathers Day As an introduction to the sermon, some fathers responded to questions
about what they love the most about being a father, what got them through challenging times
and how has your faith been a part of their fathering.

June 23 Juneteenth Oak Dowling shared his life enhancing journey with the Road Scholars
Cicil Rights Tour. He gained personal growth through the history, memorials, personal stories
and friendships with folk in Alabama and Georgia who had first hand experience and in-depth
knowledge. Gerry led us in uplifting music including the “Black National Anthem,” Lift Every
Voice and Sing!

June 30 Pride Sunday We celebrated and adorned our church buildings with rainbow colors
and refreshments. We welcome all “whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey,”
whomever you love...YOU are welcome here. It is a Sunday designated to especially reaffirm-
ing our commitment and contract to be an Open and Affirming Community. To quote the UCC
Resources benediction: “...Let us persist in the face of adversity, resist all forms of hate, and
remain steadfast in our faith. May our lives be a witness to the power of hope and the resilience
found in God’s love. Let us commit to creating safe and brave spaces for all, standing with our
LGBTQIA+ siblings against all forms of hate and discrimination....” When our Pride flags are

torn and torn down in hatred, we will hang them up mended or new again and again ' 2 of16
Continued on the next page =
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Coming in July and August
July 7 Guest preacher Rev. Wally Bryant, Chaplain of UCSF
Children’s Hospital.

July 10 at 6:30 PM The 4th monthly discussion on 1 m
Aging will continue. Thank you to Charles for coordi-

nation and Joan Roane for providing inspiration and guiding the dis-
cussions.

July 21 and August 18 Lunch: come to worship and then meet for
informal lunch on the patio of La Hacienda Restaurant (3815 Redwood
Hwy, San Rafael) following Sunday worship and community time. All
are welcome!

July 28 Backpack Sunday Bring new school backpacks and supplies for the children at
Ritter House. See page 9 for more details.

August 4, 2 PM Bring friends for the Jazz concert. Enjoy the Ice Cream Social on the patio
following. See page 7 for more details.

Next Board of Ministry meeting All are Welcome! Tuesday, July 9, at 11:45 on Zoom.

PILGRIM PARK NEWS

Reroofing project -- We are almost finished
with reproofing the remaining buildings.
During the roofing, some rot/decay was dis-
covered in the small roofs over about three
balconies. Repair was outside the scope of the
roofers. So, another contractor was called in to
repair these roof structures.

Church landscaping project -- Now that we
have a topographical map of the area to be
relandscaped, the architects can begin their
creative work. Barbara Brown, who designed the new church sanctuary, will be assisted by
a landscape architect familiar with Marin conditions.

General Condition of Pilgrim Park -- The property now is about 54 years old. The build-
ings, landscaping, etc., are in excellent condition. We expect that a report on building code
changes since the project was built will show other improvements we should consider.

Budget -- Pilgrim Park’s fiscal year ends June 30, 2024. We expect to end the year close to
budget. The board will soon meet to approve next year's budget. Pilgrim Park remains in

strong financial condition.

Bob De Haan
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JULY BIRTHDAYS AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

3 — Jack Intrater 6 — Jamie Cline
5 — Saba Dempsey 6 — Audrey Hills
6 — Cyndi Siroky 12 — Rebecca Knopf
26 — Tristan Cline-Meehan 13 — Cio Kaufman
Michael Cline-Meehan 17 — Helen MacLam
Jacob Cline-Meehan 19 — Emma Intrater
Taylor Cline-Meehan 19 — Melanie Sakskul
27 — Louis Frost 22 — Amy Smith
29 — Catherine Hills 24 — Jacob Dempsey

27 — David Knopf
28 — Judy Girard

CHORAL CONCERT, SUNDAY, AUGUST 11,4 PM

Consort Chorale’s 29th Annual Summer Concert

Sunday, August 11, 2024, at 4:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church 72 Kensington Rd ~ San Anselmo, California

The Consort Chorale includes Jim Turner, Charles Little, and Lucinda Ray.

TIE DEADLINE for SEPTEMBER 2024 issue - Mon., AUG 26

The deadline for articles and news for the September 2024 issue of
The TIE is Monday, August 26. Please email your articles to lucin-
daray(@aol.com by Monday, August 26.

Rev. Elisabeth Middelberg Amy Powers — Office Manager
Thursday mornings Tuesday and Thursday 10 AM - 2 PM
or by appointment You can contact Amy by phone

Phone: 707 280-0382 or email any time.

Office Phone : 415 479-2747
Email: office@fccsanrafael.org

Email: Elismid@yahoo.com
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